
 

 

Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment Hood River County School District 

Coaches’ Corner 
“When the cook tastes the soup, that’s 

formative; 
when the guests taste the soup, that’s 

summative.” 
 

October 18, 2012 

Instructional Strategy: 

Annotating Text 

With the more rigorous common core literacy standards, it is more 
important than ever that students become skilled readers of a variety of texts 
for a variety of purposes.  One of the first step to developing a deeper 
comprehension of the text is to take notes, but not beginning with the more 
formal two column or three-column notes: actually taking notes as one is 

reading, which is sometimes called “thinking notes.”  Even when teachers 

provide a purpose to reading a passage, readers will still need to negotiate 
the meaning before being able to respond to the assignment.  To do this, 

readers can take notes that ask questions about vocabulary or phrases; make 

connections with the text, other texts, their world or themselves; predict; 

interpret or infer; analyze an authors perspective or an author’s literary 

styles; review what has been stated; and evaluate and form opinions.   

Text Annotation is an important step after reviewing text features, and 

before writing two- or three-column notes. 

Instructional coaches are available to meet with teachers individually, with PLCs, 
with staffs to provide additional support. 

Email: Jane Osborne, Debbie Dobbs, Macie Kingsley, or Mauree Donahue 
Revier 

Important Dates 

Oct 18 

Oct 24 

Oct 25 

“Math Fact Fluency: ideas to 
Increase Student Success” 
Westside ES, 3-3:30 

“Math Fact Fluency: ideas to 
Increase Student Success” 
Mid Valley ES, 3-3:30 

RESCHEDULED  
Secondary Literacy and 
Secondary Math 
Committees;  
HRMS, 4-5pm 

Would you like to know more?   
           Need support to do this in your classroom? 

Additional Resources 
Thinking Notes: A Strategy to 
Encourage Close Reading 
Video from the Teaching 
Channel: http://soc.li/yxCicAi 
 
Teaching Student Annotation: 
Constructing Meaning Through 
Connections (lesson plans for grades 
9-12) 
http://www.readwritethink.org/cl
assroom-resources/lesson-
plans/teaching-student-annotation-
constructing-1132.html?tab=1 



 

 

 


